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An Official Publication of the New-Pen-Del Newfoundland Club

UPCOMING EVENTS

April 10t & 11t 2021
Draft Test
Brubaker Park
East Earl, PA

April 23rd | 24th & 25t 2021
Six (6) Independent Regional Specialties
Hosted by:

New Pen Del Newfoundland Club
Colonial Newfoundland Club
Southeast Newfoundland Club
Walkersville, MD

from New-Pen-Del

Find us on

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

It is with a very heavy heart that the New Pen
Del Board of Directors has yet again searched
their souls and made the difficult decision to
cancel two more events; the Christmas tree pulls
in NJ and PA, that we had scheduled for
December. We canceled these events out of an
abundance of caution for the safety of our
membership. Essentially it was felt that
Newfoundlands are such people magnets that it
would be very difficult to social distance and be
safe since the spectators always want to come
over hug and pet the Newfoundlands.

At some point we will get back to having club
events. To that end we have a draft test
scheduled in April 2021. Additionally, we are
working with the Colonial and Southeast
Newfoundland clubs to join forces and host six
independent Regional and Specialties over
three days (2 Independent Regionals and 1
Sweepstakes each day) on April 23, 24, 25,
2021. The show will be held in Walkersville,
Maryland at a fabulous venue which will be
outdoors, the grounds are spacious and will
allow for easy social distancing. The Colonial
Newfoundland club hosted two regionals at this
site in October 2020 and it was a huge success
and a great time. More details to follow....

CONTINUED, NEXT PAGE
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NEW-PEN-DEL

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
(CONT.)

Additional events that are in the works are our
annual Water Test in September 2021 and
Regional Specialty at the Morris and Essex KC
in October 2021.

We are seeking a few special individuals to
share or co-chair several committees which
have openings for the coming year. The
following positions are available: membership,
trophies and rescue. Please feel free to contact
me to discuss these interesting positions and |
will be happy to work with you to bring you on
board.

On behalf of New Pen Del, | would like
to wish you all a happy and safe
holiday season.

We will hopefully see you at some point in

2021.

Chris LaMuraglia
New-Pen-Del President
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Eunyhwang@hotmail.com
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908.208.0700
908.553.6596
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BULLETIN BOARD
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MEMBERSHIP

wa«rw—/&é

Tim & Joan Burn Kathy & Chuck Weber
Hockessin, DE Mohnton, PA

NEW APPLICANTS FOR NPD MEMBERSHIP

INTERESTED IN BECOMING The Board of Directors has given preliminary approval to
A MEMBER?? the following applicants. Comments on applicants are

solicited from members for a period of 30 days from
receipt of publication. All communications are to be sent to
New-Pen-Del Membership Chair, Wendy Keyser at
wgmaddiesmom @comcast.net

Membership applications can
be found on the website:
NPD Membership Portal

Chris & Marissa Lavigna Elizabeth Cohn
Please contact New-Pen-Del Coatesville, PA Cape May, NJ
Membership Chair, Sponsor - Nancy Weaver Sponsor - John Affel
Wendy Keyser at
. Carolyn Hoos Robert & Judy Blakely
wgmaddiesmom@comeast.net East Stroudsburg, PA Toms River, NJ

with questions. Sponsor - Robert Gerri Sponsor - Martha Feltenstein

Naomi Young Meyer Shane & Kimberly Myers
Cherry Hill, NJ Lebanon, PA
Sponsor - Kat Lynn Sponsor: Joan Fenwick
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MEMBERSHIP

STAY CONNECTED TO NPD...

MEMBER’S ONLY SECTION
Members are invited to access the Members

Only section of the Portal. Click the down
arrow, next to “Membership” and click on
“Members Only”. You’ll be prompted to enter
your username and password. From there
youll have access to Member Only
information, including a member directory.

NEW-PEN-DEL NEWF CLUB GOES
DIGITAL!

If you haven'’t already done so, please check
out New-Pen-Del’s new membership portal!
Check out current and up to date information on
our events, our members and products
https://npdnewfs.wildapricot.org
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MEMBERSHIP

ACCESSING THE MEMBER PORTAL...

How to Login to the Portal

There are several steps to login to the
Membership Portal. Follow the steps on the
diagram below to enter your email and password.
The Members Only section of Portal is under the
Membership menu tab.

If you need assistance, please email Wendy
Keyser at wgmaddiesmom@comcast.net.

Download the Wild Apricot for Members

App on your
Smartphone
Go to the App store on
your iPhone or Android
device and download
the Wild Apricot for
Members app.

Using the Wild Apricot App to access the
Members Directory. . .

After you download the Wild Apricot App for

Members, login using
the same credentials
you use to login to the
Members Only part of
the Portal. Open the
app and click on
Members at the lower
left-hand corner of the

page.

You will now see a list
of all NPD Active
members. Search
and find the member
you would like to

contact.
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Chris LaMuraglia — NPD President

| guess you could say | was born into the world of purebred dogs and Newfoundlands. My
Aunt bred and showed Bedlington Terriers. When | was a child | would help her... my sister
moved home when her husband was drafted and went to Basic Training, she brought with her
their first Newfoundland named Maggie. She was a 6 month old puppy purchased from Little
Bear Kennels in CT... It was love at first sight. Unfortunately this poor pup had severe hip
dysplasia for which there was nothing to be done at that point this was a new disease and no
surgeries or relief for her pain to the point, she couldn’t walk and was tragically euthanized...lt
was at that point | knew | would dedicate myself to this amazing breed and it’s health....

Fast forward, Peggy and Dave got a new puppy from Newton Ark Kennels. Katie was
fortunately very sound on her legs and a beautiful girl...Peggy moved home once again when
Dave was shipping out to Vietham...The day Dave left for Vietnam, Katie delivered 10
puppies....and so it began...There was one very special pup who we called Waldo and he
stayed...those two dogs fostered many new friendships...and an undeniable love of the breed.

In 1974, | received a gift of my very first Newfoundland, Tara....from Peggy and Dave...| joined
the newly formed New Pen Del Newfoundland Club shortly thereafter and so my story with
Newfoundlands continued... we were inseparable and she went everywhere with me in the
backseat of my VW bug...we went to training class and got her CD, placing 3rd in Novice B at
the 1976 National while winning the Novice bitch class. Tara and | also participated in NPD’s
first Water Test.

I have been very fortunate to have lived with some of the most wonderful Newfoundlands in
the world and made lifelong friends throughout the world through this wonderful breed... | have
travelled to Europe to judge Newfoundlands in Italy and saw many of the top kennels...| have
judged several sweepstakes in the USA as well...

One very special Newf that | owned was Ch Pouch Cove’s Keepsake, CD, WD, Sage was a
super special girl that competed in the breed ring and quite often won BOB over the
boys....having won BOB at several Regional Specialties...and was the Top Show bitch in the
country...She additionally attained her ROM....Most of all she was my heart dog...where she
remains to this day...

The Josh years were amazing, he took us to places never even dreamed of...it was a true
honor to be part of that...last night Michelle Scott posted the video of Josh’s BIS at Westminster
and as always goosies and tears of joy....

| have bred many dogs who have fulfilled many owner’s dreams...Two that come to mind are:
Ch Pouch Cove Goes The Distance(Ryder) owned by Beth Grispin who campaigned him to
many huge wins amongst an All Breed Best in Show....and ChG Pouch Cove’s Livin on a
Prayer (Jovi) owned by Wendy & Mark Keyser and

myself-who achieved many wonderful wins and

became ...Top Show bitch in the USA....that brings

me to my current heart dog and mother of the two

above dogs...GCh Pouch Cove’s Material Girl, ROM

(Riley)...Riley will be 12 in February and still moves

like the wind...

In closing, it has been a true honor to have served on
the NPD Board of Directors for many terms and
served in many positions, currently as President....I'm
looking forward to the time when we can all get
together again...and hug!!!

- Chris LaMuraglia
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Dogs have always played an important part of my life. | grew up with working hunting dogs: Beagles,
Coonhounds, a Vizsla, a Springer Spaniel, and an English Setter. My father and | would hunt birds,
small game and raccoons with the help of our dogs. | never expected to own one, let alone, many
Newfoundlands and they changed my life.

I met my wife, Erin, while attending The Ohio State University School of Veterinary Medicine. We
began dating, and | had no idea that she “adopted” one of the SAS (Sub-aortic Stenosis) Newfoundland
puppies that participated in Dr. Bonagura’s heart study. Katie, the 4-month-old Newfie, quickly won
my heart over and she became “my girl”. The following year, my Senior year, we adopted another SAS
Newf pup, Hoover. Erin and | graduated school and started our Veterinary Career with an instant Newf
family. We were educated that both dogs may die from sudden death secondary to their disease,
therefore, every day we spent with our fur children was a blessing and they absolutely enriched our
lives. As a large animal veterinarian, | worked most holidays and weekends, therefore, vacation time
was focused on Newf related activities (swimming, hiking, therapy visits, etc.) with Katie and Hoover;
they went everywhere with us. Both Katie and Hoover lived full, happy healthy lives into their senior
years and they passed away from other diseases NOT related to SAS.

Fortunately, | met Hoover’s original breeder and kept in touch. With the loss of Katie and Hoover, we
quickly added four more Newfoundlands to the family: Maeve, Babe, Blitz, and Bronte. | continued to
participate in activities with our Newfs and added Labradors “to the mix”. | was originally involved with
working activities with our dogs: obedience, rally, dock dog competitions, and field trial training and
tests. The Newfs and | continued to work at obedience and rally, and then started training for water
and draft work. Blitz, GCH Keepsake’s Extreme Invasion, CGC TDI DD1 RAE CD, would have been
our first VN, however, he hurt his neck and was unable to compete and earn his water titles. | have
been a water test chairman, volunteered at many working dog events, (both water and draft) as a
steward, and have been very active in fund raising for rescue and regional clubs.

| started participating in conformation with my senior Newf girls in sweeps and | really enjoyed it. Since
then | have competed at local, regional and National levels and handled over 20 dogs to earn their
championships. About 7 and ¥z years ago, we were blessed with our first very successful show “girl”,
MBISS GCHG Shadrack’s My Hearts Darling, ROM CGC, Bronte. Bronte became our foundation bitch
and we started our breeding program under the kennel name, Gold Cup. Bronte’s litter produced our
first successful conformation dog, BIS MBISS GCHG Gold Cup’s First In Flight, ROM, Boeing.

| have been an active NewPenDel member for about 20 years. | have belonged to other regional clubs
and am active in NCA as chairman for the Steering Committee and member of Health and Longevity.
| truly enjoy meeting, socializing with and helping people. | have found that Newfoundlands have the
ability to bring people together. | look forward to meeting new members of NPD Club and serving on
the board. — John O’Neill
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I've always had dogs, as a toddler in Cuba and through my childhood upon arriving in the US,
dogs were always in my life. My childhood dogs were usually mixed breeds from the pound that
would run the neighborhood with no training. In my teenage years, my family got a Pomeranian
and a Cocker Spaniel. The pom, Princess became “my” dog. | was her favorite person and when
| went off to college and eventually started full time work, | always made sure | went home on
weekends to see her. | was devastated when Princess died and swore off dogs. We all know
how painful the loss of a dog can be.

Eventually, as life progressed and Amy and | bought a house, Amy started talking about
Newfoundland dogs. | had never even heard of a newfoundland and growing up with poms, was
appalled at their size! Amy had vacationed on an island in Maine when she was a teenager; a
newf roamed the island making friends with

all the tourists and Amy fell in love with the

breed.

Despite my apprehension about how a huge

newf head would fit in our small house, | agreed, but warned Amy that it would

be her dog and | would not get attached. (Famous last words!). Amy is an avid

researcher and soon was on every message board, had every book and had us

going to any event where we could learn and meet newfs. Our first newf, Eloise

was bred by Consie and Roger Powell. Independent and confident, Eloise was

the perfect dog for new owners. She was focused and an amazing worker, in

fact at just 5 months old, Eloise jumped off a dock into a lake, went for a swim,

came back and did it again...no life jacket, no slow introduction to the water, no

treats. Living near the Jersey Shore, we spent many hours throwing the bumper

for Eloise, while she charged into the waves to retrieve it. Amy did water tests with her, draft and obedience training, but it was
hard to reign in Eloise’s drive. We lost Eloise in 2015 and the loss was just as painful as |
anticipated, but she taught me that the 12 years with her were worth the pain in the end. With
Eloise, we met so many wonderful friends, other newf owners raising and training their dogs.
Through New-Pen-Del, we participated in many Paws N’ Claws, camping trips, road trips to
Nationals in the US and Canada and so much more. After Eloise passed, we took time to grieve
her, we took a much needed vacation and then set off to find a new puppy.

In 2017, we welcomed Threeponds Remember the Ladies “Abigail” to the family. Abby could not
be more different from Eloise. She loves obedience and loves direction. We even take agility
classes, which she loves. She’ll go for a swim if she’s hot but is not at all inclined to chase a
bumper...” if you wanted it, you shouldn’t have thrown it” is more Abby’s motto. Unafraid to get
attached, as that was a battle | had already lost, | took over Abby’s obedience class and Abby
became my Novice A dog with our first CD title. Just this past September, we welcomed
Threeponds | Put a Spell on You “Winifred”. Winnie is a typical fearless newf puppy! She gets
the zoomies at 8pm

every night and you

can blame her for the late newsletter this month!

New-Pen-Del has been a big part of our lives since 2003!
If you’re not already a member, | encourage you to
participate. I’'m happy to continue to meet our wonderful
members and their dogs through the years and now
through preparing the Bear Facts Newsletter. Just
recently, | accepted the VP position and hope to continue
to grow the club and help plan events to bring our
members together so that you can all experience the joy
of a growing family of fellow dog lovers and life-long
friends. -Ana Peraza Kroeger
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Karen — NPD Secretary

Karen has owned Newfoundlands & 1 h e D oman Fa m i I y

since 1971. Her family’s first puppy
arrived not too long after her second
son was born, and it certainly made life
more interesting. There have almost
always been two Newfoundlands in
residence and two of them have been
Landseers. In 2004 they adopted a
beautiful five year old who lived until
13. After two years of a dog free life
they saw some Bear N Mind dogs at a
show and decided that life without a
Newfoundland wasn’t for them. The
puppy arrived at 14 weeks and
immediately became the center of the
household. The second dog (their 9th)
arrived two years later and both dogs
are being trained for water rescue and
draft work. But the real question is
often "who is training who?” Karen
chaired the 2019 NPD water test and
will be co-chairing the 2021 test.

— Karen Doman
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NPD HALLOWEEN/FALL CONTEST

Congratulations!

First Place Wiwmer — Bella the Penguin
Submitted by: Dan & Wary Costello
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NPD HALLOWEEN/FALL CONTEST

Congratulations!

Second Place Winver — “Elvis Lives” Pharrelly Stevens
Subbmitted by: Clara-Jean WeConnell

Congratulations!
Third Place Winmer —
“Off +o See the
Wizard”

Abby & Wivnie

Subwmitted by

Ana & Amy
Peraza- Kro@@@r
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Thawnk you to all participants & all who voted!

“Sou’ll Never Catch WMe Copper” JLo & Kyuss
Submitted by Buny Warren

“Whew vou get +o
+he house that
havds out
+oothbrushes
instead of
treats”
Roxy &Raul

Sulbmitted by:
Catherine Wisniewski

“Fall with Friends” Penvington Odiv
Subwitted by Susan Ryan Subwitted by: Susie & Jolm Gran
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NPD HALLOWEEN/FALL CONTEST

Thawnk you to all participants & all who voted!

CH Threeponds Baloo
Subwitted by Jody & Ron Grunfeld

Count Odiv
Subwitted by Debra Satravko

Cheri as Clydesdale Pulling a

Budweiser Wagow
Subwitted by Lynda Wartin

“Riley’s Angels” Allie, Gracie & Jovi
Submitted by: Chris Lamuraglia & Wendy Keyser

Bear Facts 1 5




NEW-PEN-DEL

VIRTUAL AKC TITLES
AKC continues to offer virtual
titles for a variety of dog
events including:

Trick Dog
Virtual Home Manners
Fit Dog

e Rally (Novice and
Intermediate Available)

o Agility Course Test 1 & 2

e Virtual Top Dog Challenge-
online conformation event
for AKC-recognized breeds

For more information, visit:
https://www.akc.org/expert-
advice/sports/akc-titles-
programs-can-home/

NPD NEWS!

Check AKC for program end
dates. Some Virtual Title
Programs are set to expire

December 31, 2020.

NEW VIRTUAL
OBEDIENCE TEST

PROGRAM
AKC has recently approved
Virtual Obedience Test
Program effective March 1,
2021.

e Beginner Novice Virtual
will be offered.

e Companion Dog Virtual will
be offered.

e The exercises in virtual
obedience will be slightly
different than in-person
tests.

e The titles earned will be
designated with the letter
V — Beginner Novice Virtual
(BNV) and Companion
Dog Virtual (CDV).

e This is a pilot program and
will be reviewed toward the
end of the year 2021.

For test regulations, visit
https://www.akc.org/pdf/AKC-
Virtual-Obedience-Test-

Regulations/

PATRICIA EUBANKS
VN PRINT

NPD has commissioned the

talented Patricia Eubanks to

develop an amazing Versatile
Newfoundland design.

Fall 20

Please visit the NPD Store to
purchase a print.

https://npdnewfs.wildapricot.o

rg/NPD-Store

Apparel logo will soon be
added to our TeeSpring store
https://teespring.com/stores/

new-pen-del-newfoundland-
club

PANDEMIC NEWS

As COVID cases continue to
rise and more shutdowns are
eminent, NPD continues to
offer the Pooch Pantry to
members in need of financial
assistance for their dogs.
Please visit our website for
more information
https://npdnewfs.wildapricot.o
rg/Pooch-Pantry

Wishing our members
health and happiness as
we navigate these
uncertain times. Happy
Holidays.
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NEW-PEN-DEL

Section 1:

ANNUAL AWARDS

NEW-PEN-DEL NEWFOUNDLAND CLUB
ANNUAL AWARDS GUIDELINES
2020

Obedience

1. The following will be awarded a certificate:

Highest scoring member-owned Newfoundland in Beginner Novice.
Highest scoring member-owned Newfoundland in Novice A.
Highest scoring member-owned Newfoundland in Novice B.
Highest scoring member-owned Newfoundland in Beginner Open.
Highest scoring member-owned Newfoundland in Open A.

Highest scoring member-owned Newfoundland in Open B.

Highest scoring member-owned Newfoundland in Utility A.

2. The following will receive an award:

Section 2:

Highest member-owned Newfoundland combined score in Open B and Utility B.
Highest scoring member-owned Newfoundland (in regular class).

Perfect Score Award—presented to each member-owned Newfoundland scoring 200
points in a regular class at an AKC show.

OTCH Award—presented to each member-owned Newfoundland earning an
Obedience Trial Championship.

Working

The following will receive an award:

Section 3:

Top member-owned Sire in Working.
Top member-owned Dam in Working.
Top member Breeder in Working.

Conformation

The following will receive an award:

Top member-owned Sire in Conformation (minimum of 5 championships).

Top member-owned Dam in Conformation (minimum of 3 championships).

Top member Breeder in Conformation.

Top Show Dog (male who defeats the most Newfoundlands).

Top Show Bitch (female who defeats the most Newfoundlands).

Register of Merit—presented to each member-owned Newfoundland designated as
ROM by the Newfoundland Club of America
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e Junior Showmanship Award—presented to the Junior Handler (family or individual
member) who defeats the greatest number of dogs in Junior Showmanship competition
at AKC point shows.

e Bestin Show Award—presented to each member-owned Newfoundland that is
awarded Best in Show at an all-breed AKC show

e Top Owner Handler Newfoundland Owner Handler who defeats the most dogs.

Section 4: Versatility

Section 5:

Section 6:

Section 6:

The Versatility Award will be presented to each member-owned Newfoundland designated
as a Versatile Newfoundland by the Newfoundland Club of America.

Working Achievements
The Working Achievement Award will be presented to each member-owned Newfoundland
designated as receiving a working achievement title by the Newfoundland Club of America.

Non-Competitive Certificates
The Living Legend Award will be presented to each member-owned Newfoundland
following the date the Newfoundland reaches the age of ten (10) years.

Certificates will be awarded for Newfoundlands earning AKC Canine Good Citizenship
(CGC) or a recognized therapy dog certification.

General

1. Each member-owned Newfoundland completing the requirements for a Breed

Championship, CH, GCh, all AKC obedience titles, ThD, DD, DDX, TDD, WD, WRD

and/or WRDX will receive an award.

Owner is responsible for sending copies of all certificates of titles achieved

with this form.

In case of multiple titles for the same dog, one award will be given per year.

The awards year for all AKC titles and/or NCA titles, will be based on the calendar

year January through December.

4, Additional awards for breeder and/or co-owner may be purchased by the owner of a
dog receiving an award at the club’s cost. Please contact Chris LaMuraglia directly
for such requests.

5. To qualify for an award/certificate, the owner of the dog must be a member or have
applied for membership as of January 1st of the year for which the award is given.
Dogs owned or co-owned by New-Pen-Del members are eligible for
awards/certificates only if the dog permanently resides with the New-Pen-Del
member.

6. A photocopy of CGC, recognized therapy dog registration must be attached to form.

wn

NEW...NEW...NEW...NEW...NEW...NEW...NEW...NEW

We are asking each Award winner to submit a favorite song along with 5 or 6 of your
favorite photos of the Award recipient. We will be making an individual video to the sound
of your favorite song, which we will be playing when you receive your award...and you will
receive a DVD of the slide show as a memento of the achievement...
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Request for 2020 Annual Awards

Please review the guidelines to determine whether your Newfoundland(s) are eligible for an
award/certificate. PLEASE NOTE THAT THE NEW PEN DEL BOARD OF DIRECTORS HAS REVISED
THE POLICY TO STATE THAT ALL AWARDS ARE

BASED UPON THE CALENDAR YEAR JANUARY1 - DECEMBER 31, 2020.

This form must be submitted to: Donna Campbell
147 Field Avenue
Hasbrouck Heights, NJ 07604
donnacampbell2835@gmail.com

DEADLINE: March 1, 2021

Dog’s Registered Name:

Dog’s Call name

Breeder/Co-Breeder:

Owner/Co-Owner:

AKC Titles:

Title earned: Date Finished:
NCA Titles:

Title earned: Date:

Top Awards:

Top Show Dog—List shows, dates, and number of Newfoundlands defeated:

Bear Facts 1 9
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Top Show Bitch—List shows, dates, and number of Newfoundlands defeated:

Top Sire in Conformation/Working—List titled offspring:

Top Dam in Conformation/Working—List titled offspring:

Top Breeder in Conformation/Working—List titled offspring

Highest Obedience Score in Regular Classes—List score, date, show

Special Awards: List date, show.

Register of Merit (ROM):

Versatility (VN):

Best in Show (BIS):

OTCH Award:

Perfect Obedience Score:

Best Junior Handler:

Best Owner Handler:

Highest Scoring Newf:

Beginner Novice A or B:

Novice A or B:

Bear Facts 20
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Open A or B:

Utility:

Living Legend Recognition—one-time designation presented to each member-owned Newfoundland that reaches
the age of ten.

Dog’s registered name:

Date of birth:

Dog’s Call name

Canine Good Citizen or Therapy Dog International — One time designation, please include a copy of CGC
certificate or Therapy dog certification.

Dog’s registered name:

Dog’s Call name
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INE VYV N e b

AVL T rninnd vnmr i 1 el

Brubaker Park

East Earl, PA
OFFERING ALL THREE LEVELS OF DRAFT
BOTH DAYS
e New BDD - Beginner Draft Dog Contact:
e Draft Dog-DD Ay SubK
e Draft Dog Excellent — DDX my Supxo
e Team Draft Dog — TDD dael@embargmail.com
e Team Draft Dog Excellent - TDDX (862) 268-1861

JUDGES
Donna Thibault from CT
Gary Walker from MO

***PREMIUM OUT IN FEBRUARY/MARCH*****

Please consider volunteering to help. It takes a lot of people to put on a draft test. We’'ll need
stewards, including some to walk the 1-mile freight haul. Experience is not required! Stewarding
a test is a great way to learn about carting with your dog. For more information about the draft
test, including information on the new Beginner Draft Dog (BDD) Test and rules for all levels,
please visit https://www.ncanewfs.org/working/draft/
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Who Doesn’t Love a Sunset?

The Canine Pyometra and You

By: Erin O’Neill, DVM

Back when | graduated from The Ohio State University
School of Veterinary Medicine (GO BUCKS!) in 1998, the
phrase “Never let the sun set on a pyo” was preached often
during my four years of study. Pyometras, or a uterus full
of pus/infection, was a differential that always had to be on
your list for a sick, “not doin-right” intact bitch. During my
senior year | looked forward to the opportunity of having a
pyometra case, because to me, who wouldn’t want to see
a possible big “bag” of pus!

Today, both as a veterinarian and Newfoundland breeder,
pyometras are NOT something | look forward to
encountering. | often explain to my clients that a pyometra
surgery is a “big scary spay on a very sick dog” with the
possibility of their bitch dying from a list of complications.
Fortunately, my patients have survived the surgery that

cured them from this life-threatening disease.
Pyometras usually

Healthy uterus and ovaries

Infected Uterus
(approx. 5lbs at surgery)

presents in a middle to old aged intact bitch that were in heat
up to twelve weeks ago. The breeds most commonly affected
(but are not limited to) are Golden Retrievers, Rottweilers,
Collies, Bernese Mountain Dogs, Airedales, and Irish
Terriers. It has been estimated that by the age of ten years
old, 25% of intact females will develop pyometra.
Interestingly, pyometras often occur in older bitches that have
not had a litter.

There are two types of pyometras: open or closed. A closed
pyometra occurs when the cervix is closed; there is no vaginal
discharge. An open pyometra occurs when the cervix is open
that allows for people to see the bloody, often smelly, vaginal
discharge. The exact cause of pyometras is unknown.
Pyometras commonly occur during diestrus (when
progesterone is high). E. coli, the most common bacteria
associated with pyometras, colonizes in the uterus and cause
the infection. During estrus, the bacteria can move from the
vagina into the uterus through the open cervix. Pyometras are
potentially life threatening because infection can cause sepsis
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and shock. The risk of uterine infections increases with each additional heat cycle because the
hormonal influences on the uterus are additive.

A pyometra should always be considered for a cause of illness in an intact bitch. Sick females
can present with a variety of symptoms (beside vaginal discharge) such as: loss of appetite,
increased drinking/urinations, vomiting, diarrhea, lethargy, and/or dehydration. A fever does not
have to be present. All sick intact bitches should be examined by their veterinarian immediately.
A pyometra can be diagnosed via bloodwork, urinalysis, abdominal radiographs, and ultrasound.
Ultrasound is the gold standard to diagnose a pyometra.

Healthy uterus and ovaries Infected Uterus (approx. 8Ibs at surgery)

Treatment for pyometras can be surgical, medical or a combination of both. Neither option is 100%
safe and complications exist with each treatment. Both options should be discussed with the bitch’s
owner and treatment should be based on how stable the patient is. The main advantage of surgery
is that it can eliminate the opportunity for pyometra to reoccur. Surgery is an ideal treatment for
non-breeding bitches or for bitches that are done producing litters. Medical therapy should be
considered for young to middle aged valuable breeding bitches or initially performed in order to
stabilize a patient so that it is a good anesthetic candidate for surgery. In the case of medical
management for uterine infections, hospitalization and treatment (consisting of antibiotics, 1V fluids,
luteolytic treatment) is usually longer than that of surgery and, if medical therapy is unsuccessful,
surgery can be performed.

All'in all, if a bitch is not intended to be bred, ovariohysterectomy or spay is the best treatment to
prevent pyometras. Check with your veterinarian and breeder as to when it is the best time to spay
your bitch. If you do have a valuable bitch that you intend on breeding, please record your bitch’s
estrus cycles and remember the clinical signs associated with a pyometra in order to be prepared
to contact your veterinarian in this emergency situation.
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INTRODUCING PUPPIES
TO WATER

F

1. At 12 weeks, | like to have a puppy WALK
not swim through water up to its chest. | use a
ton of food to add value to the experience.
Every single client is surprised by the amount
of food | use. A high rate of reinforcement
makes all the difference in the world.

2. A life jacket is non-negotiable for
me for a puppy when | reach water
that is at chest level. They will feel
more secure and have time to get their
legs under them. They are just
learning to move their bodies at this
age. A life jacket keeps it safe and
successful.

3. The first time a puppy is exposed to deep
water, you do not want to overwhelm them, so
swimming is not my first go to goal.

4. | ask my clients to come back at 14 - 16
weeks. This gives the puppy time to grow and
gain more body confidence and awareness.
Swimming is a high body awareness/
confidence activity. If they are willing and ready

Erica Etchason CPDT-KA, BS
Canine Swim Coach
www.4pawsadrift.com

Wasabi, 10 weeks old, getting used to
walking in the water (Tamar Paltin)

I will let them explore buoyancy. The best way
to do this is a natural water environment where
it is gradual footing. An in-ground pool is my
second choice and this is where | work all year
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Sammy, getting used to buoyancy in the
water (Brigitte Reed)

around. | have a shallow, light table that | can
make into a ramp to have the puppy explore
buoyancy when ready. You want the puppy to
go between touching feet on ground and feet
floating quickly. They have to get used to this
feeling before you ask for long periods of being
suspended in water. You want toe touching and
quick periods of some buoyancy.

5. Once they are comfortable with being
buoyant, and are pushing me to do more, we
will try swimming. It is a very, very short swim.
| get them to put their feet back down quickly.
Also, dogs have to learn how to get out. They
will not feel safe until they understand the way
out. It takes a bit to lay in this concept. It does
not come immediately.

6. If | have a dog that is a little nervous, but
curious and has a confident swimming older
dog friend or in the house then we use social
learning. | have many success stories using
social learning with human guidance not a free
for all. Again, the pairing has to be ideal. Many
puppies will follow their adult friend and then |
am there for support next to the puppy. This is

Fall 20

extremely successful, but | always have a
session with the puppy by itself to introduce the
environment using food and to give the puppy
some skills before | introduce another dog. If
the puppy does not have any skills this is not as
successful. This usually gives the puppy the
added support it needs and for it to feel
confident in this experience.

7. Most people have access to dock diving
setups as their only water access. This is the
least ideal setup for a puppy introduction. If it
was my only access, | would make sure | could
be in the pool and | would play on the ramp.
You can use the same techniques | mentioned
above, but you will just have less landscape to
work with. Dogs need movement to explore the
water, which is why a dock diving ramp is not
ideal for beginner swimmers. Again, see if they
will become buoyant and then get their feet
back down quickly.

8. In closing, the puppy needs to be pushing
you to move forward in this process. If you are
doing all the work, the puppy is not comfortable.

Social learning — Kiana helping Amelia gain
confidence. (Gail Kraeuter)
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NEW-PEN-DEL
BRAGS & WAGS!

ofnﬁzz/ﬂ// ;/Z«// Iuofmgf ./

NEW
BDD!

On Saturday and
Sunday Nov 17-18,
2020, Northland
Newfoundland Club
held their fall Draft
Test and
announced some
new titlists!

Kat Lynn and
Henry
(Ch Threeponds
Heir To The
Throne CD, BN,
RI, TKI, CGCA)
qualified as a new
Beginner Draft
Dog! On Sunday,
Kat and Henry
qualified again as
a BDD1.

Huge thanks to
Judges Donna
Thibault and Sue
Mendelson as well
as to the Northland
Newf Club for
hosting such a
wonderful trial!l
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BRAGS & WAGS!
Cofn;ﬁ/‘v/ M/Z"// Con G- /
NEW BDD!

John Affel and Jake
(CH Threeponds We Are
Family BN, RN, TKN,
CGCA) also qualified on
Sunday as a new BDD!
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BRAGS & WAGS!

0’1472/4// ;/Z«// Iuafwgf ./

INTERMEDIATE

RALLY

"Jake" CH ThreePonds We Are Family BN, RN, BDD, TKN, CGCA bred
and owned by Lynne Anderson and John Affel. Trained by John Affel and
Jake's best friend Kat Lynn and Upfront Dog Center's Terri Kerr & Tammy
Gibson pending AKC approval earned his Rally Intermediate Title Saturday
Nov 7, 2020 with Kat on the other end of the leash. Also thanks to Bayshore
Companion Dog Club and judge Jean Nocilly.
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BRAGS & WAGS!

Longships Al a Dag for Starbound “Derek”

oy Tetfirns

DIANE & JEFF WEDER, DAD TYRONE, UNCLE NOLAN & COUSIN QUINN
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BRAGS & WAGS!
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Threepon&s | Put a SPe” on You “Winifred”

oy dtfirns

ANA & AMY PERAZA-KROEGER &
BIG SISTER, ABBY
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BRAGS & WAGS! 20

T reeponcls Dakota

(Conyr didliFerns

JODY, RON & THE
GRUNFELD FAMILY &
BIG BROTHERS
BALOO & JOLY
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BRAGS & WAGS!

Bear N Mind’s Guinness

ANDREA & GARY OTTLEY &

BIG BROTHER JONAH
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IN MEMORIAM

e

Wilbur was born September 19, 2017 and died of myasthenia gravis on
October 2, 2020. He was very strong and athletic, liked to run full speed and
greet friends at the gate by standing on his hind legs so he could reach over
the fence for a hug. He will be missed by many people in Island Heights who
looked for him as they walked past his yard and stopped to give him a belly
rub. His favorite toy was a yellow fuzzy duck and he loved his sister Edna.
Most important to him were his friends, more than food, more than anything.

Nancy Worthington
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HOLIDAY GREETINGS

B0 T00Ndep|IM SJMauUpdU//-SaNy
gn|D PUBIPUNOIMAN [2g-Uad-MaN

a Paws
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NEW-PEN-DEL
HOLIDAY GREETINGS

G107 100UdBpIM SIMaUpdU//-SANy

qn|D pUe|PUNOJMAN |3g-Udd-MaN

PRINT YOUR OWN GREETING CARDS
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ABOUT THIS PUBLICATION

Bear Facts is a quarterly publication of the NewPenDel Newfoundland Club, a Regional Club of
the Newfoundland Club of America, serving eastern PA, NJ, and DE. The articles published
herein are for information and enjoyment of the membership and should not be considered
endorsements of the Club. Articles of a medical nature reflect only the opinion of the writer and
should not be taken as prescribing treatment. Always see your veterinarian before
diagnosing and initiating any treatment.

This is your newsletter. Your input is always appreciated. We welcome human-newf stories,
brags, memorials, canine (especially Newf) interest articles, health/research articles, and photos
of newf activities. We can accept virtually all formats from word processors & graphics
packages. Bear Facts will be issued on or around the 15" of the month, February, May,
August and November. Submissions are requested by the end of the month previous to
issue. Submissions for the next Bear Facts are due January 315t 2021.

The easiest way to get us the information is via email to Ana Peraza Kroeger at
npdbearfacts @gmail.com

Find us on (ll lstch am New-Pen-Del Website

https://npdnewfs.wildapricot.org
Facebook | scante

New Pen Del Newfoundland Club | QR Code Newfoundland Club of America
https://www.facebook.com/group with your Website
s/224590876010/ phone https://www.ncanewfs.org
camera
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